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Publisher Is Subpoenaed 
On Ex-CIA Aide’s Book 


By Lee Lescaze 

Washington Post Staff Writer 

NEW YORK — The Justice Depart- 
ment has ordered Random House, 
which published former CIA official 
Prank Snepp’s “Decent Interval,” to 
disclose all its documents concerning 
that account of the fall of South Viet- 
nam. 

The Justice Department is suing 
Snepp for all the money he has 
earned from his book on the grounds 
that his gains are “unjust enrich- 
ment” because Snepp signed a pledge 
demanded of all CIA officers when he 
joined the agency to submit any man- 
uscript to it for prepublication ap- 
proval. 

The suit is the first full test of the 
constitutionality of that pledge. 

Attorney General Griffin B. Bell 
told a news conference two months 
ago: “If that contract isn’t valid, we 
and everyone ought to know it. If it’s 
valid, it ought to be enforced.” 

Snepp has said he decided riot to 
submit his book before publication be- 
cause it coritains no classified infor- 
mation and because government offi- 
cials had been leaking self-serving 
versions of events surrounding ' the 
collapse of South Vietnam to the 
press. : ' 

The subpoenas delivered to Random 
House ordered the publishing house’s 
chief, Robert L. Bernstein, and 
Snepp’s editor, Robert Loomis, to ap- 
pear at the New York U.S. attorney’s 
office next week, and to bring with 
them, in effect, all documents con- 
cerning their relations with Snepp 
and his book. 

A spokesman for Random House 
said yesterday that the subpoenas 
would be honored and Random House 
was in the process of gathering the 
documents. 

The government Specifically or 
dered Random House to produce all 
documents “which related to, discuss 


or mention the decision or conclusion, 
explicit or implicit, not to submit 
[“Decent interval”] to the CIA for 
agency review prior to publication of 
the book.” 

It also calls for all documents con- 
cerning monies earned by the book or 
by the sale of any form of republica- 
tion rights. 

On March 31, U.S. District Court 
Judge Oren Lewis in Alexandria re- 
fused a Justice Department request 
for an immediate ruling against 
Snepp and gave both sides two 
months to gether evidence in the case. 

The Justice Department argued that 
the case follows' the precedent of a 
book by former CIA officer Victor 
Marchetti and John Marks, “The CIA 
and the Cult of Intelligence.” 

The 4th U.S. Circuit Court of Ap- 
peals ruled that Marchetti’s contract 
signed when he joined the CIA was 
valid, but applied only to any classi- 
fied information he sought to publish. 

The CIA won the right to delete 
passages from the Marchetti manu- 
script. 

Snepp’s attorney argued that since 
“Decent Interval” contains no classi- 
fied material, the case is different 
from Marchetti’s. 

“Decent Interval” accuses the U.S. 
government of bungling the final 
evacuation from Saigon and thereby 
leaving behind thousands of Viet- 
namese who had worked for the CIA 
and other U.S. agencies. 



